
(
-.._~

#~,; t.';!'\ ,RECEIVED
': , ,'- SEP 2 0 2000 EX PARTE O~~ LATE FltF:.D

WILLKIE FARR & GALLAGHER

VIA HAND DELIVERY

September 20, 2000

FEDERAl.~TlONS~
tA"lCl: Of 11iE SECMTA1W

EX PARTE
Three L,lfaYcrte Cenrre

11'521'1 Sneer. N\,(-'

Washll1!,ton. DC 200.'(, U~'1

202521\ 8000
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Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
12th Street Lobby, TW-A325
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex Parte Presentation in WT Docket No~~ylandCC Docket No. 96-98

Dear Ms. Salas:

Today, David Turetsky of Teligent, Inc. provided via facsimile to Kathryn Brown, Chief of
Staff in the Office of Chairman Kennard a copy of the attached letters from Consumers Union and
AARP, respectively, that urge prompt Commission action to ensure that tenants have access to their
telecommunications carrier of choice. Because these letters concern a pending rulemaking at the
Commission, in accordance with the Commission's rules, for each of the above-mentioned
proceedings, I hereby submit to the Secretary of the Commission two copies of this notice ofTeligent's
ex parte presentation.

b:fUllYSU~

1arD. Halley •
Counsel for TELIGENT, INC.

Enclosures (2)

cc: Kathryn Brown (with enclosures)
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The Honorable William Kcuurd
Chairman
Fcdcra1 CommUDicatlnns Commission
445 12121 S1reet, S.W.
Wasbingtxm. D.C 20S54

Re: WTDocbtNo. 99-127 andCCDocbtNo. 96-98

AABP appn:ciates having b opportmUty to coamamt 0J18D Ww: that directly imp8S:l1S

an impaIt,aDt se.grnmt ofourmembe:rsldp: the ahiJit.1 ofcmapeIitive te}C1;Ommmrieations
sc:nIice providClS to a.ff'er serW=c to CODS1.1mtJ%! residing inMalti-l>welling Units (:MDUS).
This is an issue ofCOXlsiderable iJDpo;rtBnce to older Americans. A significantp~e
ofAm.erica'"S ettimated 40 millionMDU households arc headed 'by sezUQIS.~ is
con.cemcd that these COD!IUU1CD will~y find that their landlord 0.- building
OWDQ' has fotcclosed tbsir right to chDoSll &mD11g tder.omxuUDications Rrlice pto~ers.

We uk the FCC to act mftIy and cJecisiveJy 10 eljmjnft this bamer to competition.

MRJI hal aetiYdy~ the Tc1ecommuoiQltioDs Ad. of1996 in the beliefthat
iD:lplcmenration ofthe Act would cJimhusre barriers to CDXIlpetiticm- providing more
C'boira Cor consumers of1e1ecomm \lDicaftons services. While the prorni!;e bas become a
reality for most~ .a significant batrier' still exists for consumer.; residing in
muJ1i...clwe1lins UI:1iQ.

Tha FCC mast ad to easure1bat ewupeti!ive caaiers are able to offer their services to
consmnen in multi-dwc1JhJp unDo Tenants. not landlotds and buildiDg own=s, should
haw theoppo~to Qboose iDU"qI c:ariers fbr their telecommunieatians services. All
CODIUm~repzdless af\¥hcJe they~ should.have the c:hoicc ofplOYiden for then
1cleo Q nmUDU:atians service&.

601 B Street. 'NW W'a.lb.tapnl J)C ZOOU (W2) 434-2277 ~aarp.cq

Esther "Tess'" CaDi.. PJeside:nt HoRce B. Deets. En01tlw: Director
(ij}
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AAR.P 1Dob ttzr,wrd 10 working with the CamtnjssiOIL.t building 0WI1f:D aod c:arrif:rs an
this mmta in the hope that meaningful teJecon"murncations sem~ cotupetitian can be
provided for an~ ofthc popUlation



;'ubllsher of Consumer Reports

September 19, 2000

William E. Kennard, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St. SW
Washington DC 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard:

On behalf of Consumers Union', I am writing to request that the Commission establish
rules that would open multi-tenant environments (MTEs) to facilities-based competition for local
telephone service. p.s you are aware, currently bUilding owners can require their tenants to use
the local phone provider of the building owner's choice. Since building owners may have a
greater incentive to pick a top-dollar exclusivE: contract rather than offer their tenants a choice of
local carriers, the large incumbent local telephone companies have an enormous advantage
over potential compeutors in obtaining MTE business.

We believe that occupants of MT~s should have the right to select from a variety of
carriers. And while building owners have a right to just compensation for use of their property,
just compensation does not require that property owners be allowed to block the expansion of
local phone competition. We believe that it runs directly counter to the goals of the 1996
Telecommunications Act if occupants of MTEs are forced to either select the single phone
service offered to them or go without a phone.

Unfortunately, consumers are not getting the local phone competition that Congress
promised in the 1996 Telecommunications Act. The Commission should not sit in the
grandstand cheering for competition while its rules allow building owners to receive handsome
payments from incumbent monopolies that seek to block potential competitors from providing
local phone service. It is critical that the FCC moves to jumpstart competition and open up
MTEs to more competition. We encourage the Commission to act promptly on this matter,

t~l~~
Co-Director, Washington Office
Consumers Union

..
cc: Commissioner Harold Furchtgott-Roth

Commissioner Gloria Tristani
Commissioner Michael Powell
Commissioner Susan Ness

, Consumers Union is a nonprofit membership organization c/'Jartered in 1936 under the laws of ttle State of New York to
provide cansumers with Irlfonnation, education and counsel about goods. services. health, and personal finance: and to
InItiate and cooperate witn individual and group efforts to maintain and enhance the quality of life for consumers.
Consumers Union's income is solely denved from the sale of Consumer Repotts. its ot".r publicationS and from
noncommercial contributions, grants and feBS. In ~ditio" to reports on COnsl.l!f1efS Union'$ own prodUd testing, Consumer
RO/XJM with 8J)1)(o,urnetely •.5 ",iIIlcl\ I»id c:i~lQtion. reoulatly. c:lIm.... ~~c:I= on nODlm. prooue:c 58f'otY. "'.rlC8Cplace
economics and legislative, judicial and regUlatory actions which affect consumer welfare. Consumers Union's publications
earry I'lO advetti6ing and receive no commercial supPOrt.

Washington Office
1666 ConneetJcut Avenue, Suite 310 • Washington, D.C. 20009-1039. (202) 462-6262


